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Dear Readers,

It has been my honor and privilege to be a part of West Orange High School’s insert in The Orlando 
Times over this past year. 

When I signed up for journalism as a high school sophomore, I would have never imagined that before 
I graduated I would have my writing published in a real newspaper. This past year that I have been a 
page editor will definitely be a year that I will never forget. 

As page editor there were ups and downs just like with anything else. At times deadlines came with ease 
and other times I would be up until two in the morning editing stories, however, not for one moment did 
I regret this responsibility.

 It was at times when the page was being given its final edits that I knew that any late nights or other 
difficulties were worth it. Seeing my vision come into fruition, along with working with so many 
talented writers, made it all worth it. 

As a soon to be high school graduate I am very excited to see what the future holds. I want to say thank you to everyone who 
encouraged me and a special thank you to my loving parents and my amazing publications advisor. I leave this insert in capable  
hands of your next editor, Lindsey Spina whose vision and talents will insure this publication continues to improve and impress. I 
will never forget this wonderful experience and opportunity. Thank you, ----Jalessa Castillo

 They help make an impression. They can jump start 
careers. They are internships and they are the stepping stones to a 
dream career.  

 Internships help students 
prepare for the workforce. Not only 
do they get job experience but they get 
to see how they like being part of the 
career they wish to pursue. For a high 
schooler, having an internship listed on 
a college application is impressive to 
colleges and can help get a foot in the 
door. There is also the possibility of being hired on full time if the 
company likes what one does as an intern.

 According to workforce.com, roughly 70 percent of 
companies said that high school students who complete their 
internship programs are either ‘very likely’ or ‘completely likely’ 
to land a college internship with their organization, and 45 
percent said that completing a high school internship would be 
‘very likely’ or ‘completely likely’ to lead to a full-time job at their 
company down the road.

 Clearly books are not the only venue for students to learn 
skills.  But skill sets are not the only valuable asset internships 

provide.  They provide opportunities for 
personal growth and maturing.

 Being an intern is an opportunity to 
make an impression on a company. Your 
mom was right about the importance 
of a first impression.  The impression 
you make as an intern is a chance to 
show the skills and drive you have to be 
successful in your desired field as a new 

professional.  

 Becoming an intern is a helpful tool in life. It helps with 
college, work experience, and the possibility of leading to bigger 
employment opportunities.  While many internships are unpaid, 
the experience they give an the knowledge you can gain are 
invaluable.  

 So turn off the TV.  Polish up a resume. Put on your best 
interview clothes.  Go make your future into your today.

Summer internships provide real life experience

Saying good-bye.....

Written By: Jalessa Castillo

An Editorial By: Shannon Kolacki

 In April,  Treasury 
Secretary Jacob Lew announced 
Jackson’s face will be replaced 
with famed abolitionist Harriet 
Tubman.  Tubman will be 
the first woman to appear on 
paper currency since Martha 
Washington was on a $1 silver 
certificate in the 1800’s.

 Jackson’s face will move 
to the back of the $20, as a 
reduced image featured with 
the White House.  Jackson, 
a slave owner known for 
his  persecution of Native 
Americans, served with 
distinction as a hero of the 
Revolutionary War and was a 
fierce advocate of democracy. 

 The change is 
controversial.  Many people 
believe it is long overdue. 

 “It is cool to change the 
$20 bill to Tubman because 
we would finally have a female 
on U.S. currency and she is 
important to black history,” said 
Nya White, a junior at West 
Orange High School.

 “I think having a 
woman on the $20 bill would 
be a perfect representation of 

how far we have come with 
womens’ rights and a reminder 
of how far we still have to 
go,” said Kaitlyn Tibbetts, a 
sophomore at West Orange 
High.

 Other people are not so 
sure.  
 
 “America is wasting 
money that we don’t have on 
reprinting a $20 when we are 
$19 trillion in debt,” said Jared 
Finch, a senior at West Orange 
High School.

 “I feel that we can 
honor Tubman in different 
ways without having to change 
the $20 bill,” said Nichole 
Dennaoui, a senior at West 
Orange High School.
 
 The $20 is not the only 
currency affected.  The images 
of additional female civil 
activists will be added to the 
$5 and $10 bills.  The images 
of Alexander Hamilton and 
Abraham Lincoln will remain 
on the respective bills but 
famed historical women will be 
added to the backs of both in 
what Lew termed an effort “to 
bring to life” to the currency.

Written By: Lindsey Spina

Making change for a $20
 Harriet 
Tubman was born into 
slavery in Dorchester 
County, Maryland in 
or about 1822.  Born 
Araminta Ross, she 
worked as a field 
hand, suffering harsh 
beatings. Early in life, 
she received a horrific 
head wound when a 
slave owner threw a 
heavy metal object at  
another slave but hit 

her instead. In 1849, she escaped, leaving her  husband and 
family behind. 
 Heedless of the threats of rewards for her capture, 
Tubman returned to the South at least 19 times to lead 
her family and hundreds of other slaves to freedom on the 
Underground Railroad. 
 Tubman also helped abolitionist John Brown recruit 
men for his raid on Harpers Ferry.  During the Civil War she 
initially served in the Union army as a cook.  Soon she was 
acting as an armed scout and spy.  On June 2, 1863 Tubman, 
led 150 black Union soldiers in the Combahee River Raid 
where her efforts resulted in the freeing of over 750 slaves.
 In the years after the Civil War she became and active 
and outspoken activist for womens’ suffrage until illness 
weakened her and moved to a home for African-Americans 
she helped to establish. Tubman died in 1913.


